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Khadi bula rahi hain...govt
~ staffers may wear desi yarn

Sidhartha@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Friday dressmg
may have a new meaning for
government employees—we-
aringkhadi to work.

The government is consi-
dering a plea from the Khadi
& Village Industries Com-
mission to appeal to employ-

PM Modi has emerged as a brand
ambassador of khadi products

will make an appeal. Emplo-
yees can wear it to work on
just one day,” KVIC chair-
man VK Saxena told TOI.
Sources in the govern-
mentsaidthat theentireexer-
cise would be completely vo-
luntary but the idea is to in-
crease sales. “Even if everyo-

ees to wear clothes made
from the hand-spun fabricat
least once a week as part of a
plan to boost khadi produc-

tion and benefit small wea-
versacross thecountsy, =~

“We are discussing this
with the government and we

ne buys one khadi garment,
_imagine therise in. sales sa-
~ idanofficer: —

' >‘Not seeking charity’, P 14

---------------------
.......................................................................................................................

Competmg on quality &
-~ price, not seeking charity’

bFromPl

—the central government currently has aro-
und 35 lakh employees, which does not in-
clude the railways and defence personnel.

Officers, however, are not opposed to the plan.

“I wear handloom saris most of thetime. It’'snota

big deal,” said an officer. Another officer descri-
bed itasa “good idea” and added that a lot of offi-
cers were already wearing Fabindia shirts and
will probably need to add one from Khadi to their
wardrobe. Separately, KVIC is entering into tie

ups with companies such as Fabindia and Ray-

o

mond toretail high-end khadi at some outlets.
. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has emerged
as a brand ambassador of sorts for khadi urging

people to buy. This has already prov1ded fillipto

‘sales. In fact, boosting production is nowa major

challenge for KVIC, which has separatel sought
topushkhadiforuniform in governmentchools,
defence forces, railwaysand Air India.

“We are not seeking charity. We are conpeting
onthebasisof qualityand price,” said Saxea poin-
ting toa Rs 40 crore tender that KVIC receitly bag-
ged from railways. He also said that some prlvate
companies such as JK Cement had deided to

completely shift to khadi uniforms. He ackiowled-

ged that stepping up production was a fous area
and said that he was targeting to increase tle share
of khadi in textiles production from1% toaound 3-

3.5%. KVIC is seeking to step up push proluction

growth beyond the 7% levels in recent year
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